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DATE:    April 16, 2014 

Dear Citizens of Gainesville, FL: 

Please pledge your support to end Gainesville Regional Utility's (GRU) purchases of 
mountaintop removal (MTR) coal. The MTR process has been widely documented by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and many others to wreak environmental havoc on 
any area where mountaintop removal occurs.  

In addition, our Appalachian communities have cried out louder and louder, most recently 
appealing to the end users of our coal, for help as our towns, homes and communities 
struggle with the social and health impacts that occur when a MTR operation literally 
changes the landscape around us.  Not only does it harm our health, it destroys the place 
we call home, robs us of our culture, and deprives our spirit of its proper balance with 
nature.    

Mountaintop removal does not increase the number of jobs we have available.  In fact, 
when we look at past practices in our almost exclusively extractive economy, we find that 
we mistakenly endorsed a method of extraction that greatly reduced the number of jobs 
available.  This particular method of extraction is heavily mechanized and explosive-laden 
but extremely short on personnel when compared with other methods.    
 
We understand that our approach to energy as a nation must include the ability to curb 
wasteful consumption and our fuel supply must continue to become ever more diversified, 
but we also believe that we should remove the “worst of the worst” from our energy mix.  
That can be none other than mountaintop removal coal.   
 
We believe that the citizens of Gainesville have both a right and a responsibility to assure 
that their energy consumption does not unduly harm other communities.  Hence, we are in 
total agreement that the Gainesville City Commission should pass the ordinance being 
proposed by Gainesville Loves Mountains and Commissioner Lauren Poe and formalize 
their continued transition away from mountaintop removal coal.  Commissioner Poe's 
ordinance would require GRU to enact policies and guidelines to identify MTR coal and 
prohibit GRU from any future purchases of MTR coal.     
 
We believe that the proposed ordinance is a win, win proposition.  While Gainesville 
reduces its negative ecological footprint, it allows us to begin to keep 300 million year old 
mountains intact.  We believe that the proposed ordinance can be a model to the rest of 
the Nation as to how they can meet their electric needs without destroying the 
Appalachian Mountains.   

While we believe that the practice of MTR will eventually be banned, it is important that 
the end users of coal speak out against the practice and refuse to utilize the coal derived 
in such a manner.   
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Thank you for considering the proposed ordinance. The following persons and 
organizations support this approach.   

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kathy Selvage of Wise, VA and 29 additional citizens representing 6 different                   

communities in southwest Virginia  

Tom Cormons, Executive Director, Appalachian Voices Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Rees Shearer, Convener   Climate Change Coalition  P O Box  117  Emory, VA  24327 

Jaculyn Hanrahan, CND  Director-Appalachian Faith & Ecology Center 

 P O Box 1254 Norton, VA  24273  

Juanita Sneeuwjagt, President Committee for Constitutional and Environmental Justice 

1444 South of the Mountain Rd  Clintwood, VA  24228  


